
REPRESENTATIVE DYLAN M. RUSHTON, CO-CHAIR OF THE RATES 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

 Presents to the 60th Assembly 
 

 
              A RESOLUTION 
 

 

RHA 40617-1: TO CONDITIONALLY ENDORSE THE ROOM AND 
BOARD RATES INCREASES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 AS PROPOSED 

BY THE DIVISION OF STUDENT LIFE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Involved Parties (Rates Special Committee):  
 

Dylan M. Rushton - RHA Representative (Mosher-Jordan Hall), Author 
 
Sujay S. Shetty - RHA President, Author 

 
Rabi Osagie - RHA Representative (Betsy Barbour and Helen Newberry), Author 
 
 
 
Adam Drelich - RHA Representative (Northwood III), Sponsor and Contributor 
 
Taylor Lind - RHA Representative (Baits Houses), Sponsor and Contributor 
 
Matthew Malinak - RHA Representative (Stockwell Hall), Sponsor and Contributor 

 
Clayton Price - RHA Representative (Mosher-Jordan Hall), Sponsor and Contributor 
 
Ryan Rich - RHA Representative (Mary Markley Hall), Sponsor and Contributor 
 
 
 
Matthew Guella - RHA Representative (South Quad), Sponsor 
 
Ryan Shanahan - RHA Representative (Baits Houses), Sponsor 
 
Nicholas K. Martin - RHA Executive Vice President, Sponsor  

 
Dorian Ballard - RHA Vice President for Finance, Sponsor 
 
William Borden - RHA Vice President for Internal Relations, Sponsor 
 
Lauren Hegedus - RHA Vice President for National Relations, Sponsor 
 
Joseph Wisniewski - RHA Vice President for Records, Sponsor 
 
Orly Katz - RHA Vice President for Marketing, Sponsor 



 
A Resolution to conditionally endorse the Room and Board Rates Increases for Fiscal Year 
2018 as proposed by the Division of Student Life 
 
 
Whereas, The University of Michigan Residence Halls Association (hereinafter RHA) is the 
student government in the residence halls at the University of Michigan, representing the 
interests of residents living in University Housing and speaks on their behalf, and; 
 
Whereas, RHA is governed by its Constitution and Bylaws, and; 
 
Whereas, University Housing, Student Life, the Office of the Provost, and the Board of Regents 
seek to hear from students during the process of determining the Room and Board Rates, and; 
 
Whereas, section 4.6.1 of the RHA Bylaws currently states that the Rates Committee is 
“charged with participating in the University Housing process of determining room and board 
rates. The committee shall keep student opinion at the forefront of their concerns when 
determining a fair rate”, and; 
 
Whereas, the Rates Special Committee has met with officials from Student Life, including 
Housing and Dining, in order to discuss the rates change, and; 
 
Whereas, Housing has agreed to better manage a number of elements of the residential 
experience including, but not exclusive to, those mentioned in Appendix A, and; 
 
Whereas, RHA would like to see the significant improvements to housing including, but not 
exclusive to, those mentioned in Appendix B so that the significant increases in size of incoming 
classes are accounted for, and; 
 
Whereas, Housing will work with RHA to the best of its abilities so that the significant 
improvements to residence life including, but not exclusive to, those mentioned in Appendix B 
shall be realized in the near future in order to better residence halls in the short term, and; 
 
Whereas, RHA believes that the current system of annual 2% increases in Room and Board 
Rates for the Residence Life Initiative (RLI) is not sustainable long term, and that the burden of 
RLI improvements should not continue to fall upon the residents of the university, and; 



 
Whereas, RHA expects to engage with relevant University officials in conversation to develop a 
detailed plan for the Residential Life Initiative (RLI) so that the burden of the RLI payments is 
not put on students when there are no detailed plans for them to experience substantial 
Residence Life Initiative (RLI)-based renovations or new constructions, and; 
 
Whereas, the Housing Rates Increase for the Fiscal Year 2017 was 3.0% (2.0% going towards 
financing for the Residential Life Initiative (RLI) and 1.0% going towards an operating budget 
increase), and; 
 
Whereas, the University of Michigan Student Life calculated a need for a 3.0% rate increase 
cap for the Fiscal Year 2018, and; 
 
Whereas, the 3.0% increase cap is the result of a 2.0% increase to support the Residential Life 
Initiative (RLI) program and an increase of up to, but not exceeding, 1.0% to cover increases in 
the cost of housing services.  
 
Therefore be it resolved that, RHA hereby conditionally supports the proposed residence hall 
room and board rate increase of no more than 3.0% for the 2017-2018 school year - to be made 
up of a 1.0% increase for the operating budget and a 2.0% increase for financing for the 
Residential Life Initiative (RLI), and; 
 
Therefore be it further resolved that, RHA hereby recommends the next session (61st 
session) to no longer support Room and Board Rates increases based on funding the 
Residential Life Initiative until plans for near-future Residential Life Initiative (RLI) projects are 
made to residential student body’s satisfaction and until significant steps are taken to reduce the 
annually increasing burden of the Residence Life Initiative (RLI)-related rates on the students, 
and; 
 
Therefore be it further resolved that, RHA will seek conversations with relevant University 
officials to propose an alternative system for financing and enhancing the Residential Life 
Initiatives, and; 
 
Therefore be it further resolved that, RHA shall work with Housing to ensure that the needs 
and voices of students should be heard regarding alterations to residential life and room and 
board increases. 
 
As approved by the assembly; 
And as witnessed by the Chair. 
 
 
_____________________ __________________ ______________________ 
Chair Vote Date 



Appendix A: The following notes all of the matters which Housing has agreed to better manage 
following communications with the Rates Special Committee. There is no apparent order to 
what follows: 
 
 
Heating of North Campus buildings including Baits II and Bursley Hall and Northwood III 
 
Maintaining levels of cleanliness in residential halls including Fletcher  
 
Problems pertaining to access to bathrooms in residents’ own halls, particularly Markley 
 
Problems pertaining to the failure of FixIt to fix certain issues across residence halls, including 
broken toilets and showers 
 
The placement of water fountains/water bottle fillers in residence halls including 5th floor West 
Quad 
 
The washing and drying machines that exist across the entire campus. The current contract is to 
be reevaluated so as to make sure that the machines work consistently and effectively 
 
Problems pertaining to the elevators of Helen Newberry Residence, Betsy Barbour Residence, 
and Mary Markley Hall 
 
Problems pertaining to the radiators in old residence halls 
 
The shortage of outlets in dining halls, particularly including Hill Dining Center 
 
Further improvements to M-Card access for residents 
 
Improvement of hand-dryers across residence halls to systems that effectively dry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix B: The following notes the additions which the Rates Special Committee, on behalf of 
the residents, would like to see in the residence halls accompanying any potential RLI 3 
renovations or future non-RLI capital improvements. There is no apparent order to what follows: 
 
A new residence hall, or number of residence halls which cover at least the same number of 
residents which Bursley Hall holds 
 
Further expansions of residence halls so that students have the option to remain on campus for 
the entirety of their time at the University as many other reputable institutions across the nation 
allow 
 
The further development of learning communities so that students can potentially remain in the 
same community for the duration of their time on campus 
 
Air Conditioners and Renovated Heaters in all residence halls, such as those present in some 
residence halls on the Hill 
 
More residential computing sites and advanced technologies such as the CAEN workstations 
and Video Conferencing technologies  available in several of the large residence halls 
 
The inclusion of music practice rooms, art suites, and dance studios across all halls 
 
Upgrading of existing dance rooms and gyms, such as those in Oxford Housing and Helen 
Newberry Residence 
 
The addition of game rooms in buildings lacking them 
 
The addition of a pantry in Fletcher Hall, seeing that it is distant from any cafe, market, or dining 
center 
 
Further soundproofing of music practice rooms across campus 
 
Inclusion of televisions in the lounges whose counterparts have them 
 
Addition of at least one color printer in each residence hall 
 
Improvement of dishwashers in South Quad Dining Center 
 
Further electrical improvements in residence halls that have limited access to outlets in rooms 
 
Significant improvements to the quality of bathrooms 
 
Covering all exposed piping within buildings such as Markley or Bursley among others 


