
 
 

Thursday, January 23th, 2020 
 

I) Call to Order  
President: I call to order the Eleventh Meeting of the Sixty-Third Session of RHA. 
 

II) Call of Role 
President: I yield to the EVP for Call of Role. 
 
EVP:  

Alice Lloyd: 1 
Baits: 2 
Barber/Newberry: 2 
Bursley: 2 
Couzens: 1 
EQ: 2 
Fletcher: 2 
Markley: 2 
Martha Cook: 2 
MOJO: 1 
NQ: 1 
Northwood: 0 
Oxford: 1 
SQ: 2 
Stockwell: 0 
WQ: 2 

 
III) Approval of the Minutes 

President: Is there a motion to approve the minutes? 
 
Couzens 1: I move to approve the minutes 
 
Seconded by Ox 1. 
 

IV) Approval of the Agenda 
Markley 1: I move to approve the agenda 



 
Seconded by Mojo 2.  
 

V) Guests of the Assembly (20 minutes maximum/presentation) 
A) Amir Baghdadchi, Senior Associate Director 

I’m here to lay the groundwork for rates. There are two huge facts to university life: the 
cost of tuition and the cost of housing. Together they are the cost of college. Tuition and rates are 
determined only by the board of regents in June. To find out how much things are going to be in 
September we do a few things. We have our housing finance people try to predict what the cost 
will be. We need to figure out how much to ask the regents to approve. The regents have every 
region to keep the rates low. Housing wants to keep it low but also be able to do the things we 
said we were going to do.  

Typically the rates have gone up in the past 10 years by 3.2%. This is 300-400 dollars a 
year. Why do we have to do this? A chunk of this increase is simply to cover what we have to do 
as housing. This is to cover the natural inflation of the year: things go up in price every year. 
This covers things like dining, internet, heat, insurance, security. Most of the money goes to 
things like paying for staff. For housing we get the increase to go up by 1% every year and try to 
make cuts every year. For example, going from 2-ply toilet paper to 1-ply.  

The other bit of increase is to fund building renovations and upgrades. We keep this 
money in a bank and don’t touch it until we have to. If we make a new building, it takes 30 years 
to collect the money for this. It takes a lot of thinking and planning to build something. In order 
to make a new renovation, we need to have a very thorough plan in place. By keeping the money 
in the bank, we get a very large amount compounded onto what we already have. 

When making a new building, we need to know what the students want. This is where 
RHA comes into play. RHA comes up with a plan and a dream and says what they want from the 
rates increase. We will take into account what you want and make it happen if its possible. An 
example of a new project is the CCRB. The president went through with the idea when students 
brought him to the building. Often things don’t happen on this campus because students do not 
care enough. They are living on campus for a year and anything after that they do not care what 
happens.  

The RHA rates committee will come up with a list of things that they want and need with 
the new rates increase. They say “I am fine with the increase if you provide us with this.” A 
couple of meetings. We sit with the people who want to be in this group. First we will look over 
the current financials. Next we will look at what the students want and send it directly to the 
regents. 

 
Questions: Is this stuff like dining hall hours? 
Answer: It does not, but that is something that RHA should be able to help you with. 
 
Sometimes RHA tends to have very localized issues. We want big ideas that take years to 

accomplish. An example is more auto-refilling water bottle stations. And other bigger stuff like 
sustainability programs. 

 
Question: Is there a way that we can argue for a speedier process. For example, like 

making the CCRB completion faster. 



Answer: Yes, you can. It’s amazing how fast that they can build things.  
 
Question: can we renovate the Martha Cook tennis courts into something different.  
Answer: No! Martha Cook is ruled by their own Board of Governors, so it is up to them.  

 
Mojo 2- I move to extend the time by 5 more minutes. 
Seconded by South Quad 2. 
 
Question: is there any movements to renovate Fletcher? 
Answer: Think big and let us know what you want. Things are worth being asked for. This is 
your chance to think of what it should be and what would work 50 years from now. 
 
Question: What about elevators? 
Answer: This is something that RHA should be doing for you. This isn’t something special- it is 
something that you should have. 
 
Question: I heard that there is a new dorm that’s being built. Is there anything that has been 
decided on and can anything change with this. 
Answer: there are no renovations scheduled, it can only be scheduled if the regents pass it. Since 
there is nothing planned, it can definitely be changed. No motions have been passed.  
 
Question: Can we advocate for a food source near Baits where we don’t have to eat from the 
vending machines.  
Answer: Yes. 
 
For anything working with rates, I want you to think beyond housing. You should come up with 
a new plan. Like Wellness centers, greenhouses, classrooms, etc. RHA will get back to me with 
who is going to be on the rates committee and you will meet with me in a couple of weeks.  
 
President: If anyone has questions please come to me. Anyone who wants to be part of the rates 
committee come see me. This is very important and one of RHA’s biggest things. 
 

VI) Resident’s Time (10 minute maximum, two minutes/speaker maximum) 
VPNR: Someone said that Mojo’s elevators are an issue. I know Stockwell have problems and so 
does South Quad.  
 
Markley 1: our hall council has been talking about supplying stamps and envelopes for residents 
in the CCs. I think this would be cool. 
 
President: We will talk about this in the next Eboard meeting. 
 
Alice Lloyd 2: I know Bursley has accessibility issues for wheelchairs, especially near the dining 
hall. Is there any way that we can change this? 
 
President: As for short term, I can’t think of anything, but we can talk to housing.  



 
Mojo 2: Mojo’s water filter is damaged and a lot of residents have been complaining. The one 
near the dining hall.  
 
President: You can put in a fix-it for that. If they don’t come back for it soon, talk to your hall 
director.  
 
Baits 2: Who do we talk to if we want to get a water fountain. Zuwatt does not have a water 
fountain.  
 
President: Bring it up to your hall director. 
 
Advisor: I think the problem is how the piping is set up in that house. Ask her to double check. 
 
President: any more questions, concerns or problems? Seeing none, we will move on to eboard 
reports. 
 

VII) Executive Board Reports (Two minutes/ speaker maximum) 
A) President – Anokhi Pawar 

- University Council and CSG Meetings 
- 1:1 with Eric to discuss Housing and Assembly needs from RHA!! 
- Opening the Rates Committee 

B) Executive Vice President – Thomas Oscar 
- Assembly 1:1s,  
- Constitution Revision 
- Returner Rep Applications 
- General duties 

C) Vice President for Finance – Isabella Tape 
- Updated larger spreadsheet with our expenses 
- Preparing for budget presentation  
- Deposited an OCM check  
- Meeting with ABC tonight to discuss spending our budget  

D) Vice President for Internal Relations – Megan Brooks 
- Preparing for SHADE Events 
- Botanical Gardens preparation 
- Retreat adjustments and planning 
- Preparing for council visits 

E) Vice President for National Relations – Jasmine Miller 
- Logistics for the Leadership at Michigan conference 
- Preparation for Regional Business Conference 
- Preparation for Black Male Summit 
- Updated budget 
- Emails 

F) Vice President for Records – Lauren Dunbeck 
- Prog Serv Meeting and planning for all of the upcoming events 



- Siblings Weekend Registration!!! 
- Meeting Minutes 

G) Vice President for Marketing – Allyson Dobrowalski 
- Most A-Maize-Ing Room Contest 
- Social Media 

H) Administrative Advisors – Eric Aiken 
- Discussions of RHA Restructure 
- Worked to open Sib’s Weekend registration 
- Started 1:1s and helping eboard craft and fine tune their action plans 

 
VIII) Assembly Time 

- Committee Time 
 

East Quad 2: I move to suspend Robert’s Rules of Order. 
Seconded by Couzens 1. 
Consent. 
 
[Break] 
 
Couzens 1: I move to reinstate Robert’s Rules of Order. 
Seconded by Mojo 2. 
Consent. 
 

IX) Committee Reports (Five minute maximum/committee) 
A) Allocations and Budget Committee (ABC) 
B) Conferences and Bidding Committee (CAB) 
C) Sustainability Housing Advocacy and Dining Efforts Committee (SHADE) 
D) Programming and Services Committee (ProgServ) 
E) Marketing Committee 

 
ABC- looked over all of the budgets and left comments. We also talked about 
sponsoring stamps and envelopes for the dorms. We also like providing post cards 
for each dorm. I yield. 
 
CAB- We are having a conference for residents at Michigan with a speaker and 
breakout sessions. It will be on march 15, you are all welcome to come. It is 11-3.  
 
SHADE- we had a busy past week meeting with student orgs so we can join 
forces. We have also been meeting with the dining sustainability commission on 
campus. The botanical gardens event is Feb 1st. Please sign up. The Maize- and - 
blue cupboard is really cool- go check it out. 
 
Prog Serv- Our next event is iron chef 11-4 at SQuad on Feb 22. Tell everyone. 
Registration for Sibs Weekend is open March 13-15. 
 



Marketing- Talked about getting marketing material out for our future events.  
 

X) New Business 
A) Rates Committee  
B) Constitution  
President: The rates committee is my committee. I am officially opening it up. If you 
have any interest before you actually join, please raise your placard.  
 
Bursley 1 and 2 
Alice Lloyd 1 
Couzens 1 
South Quad 2 
West Quad 1 
Mojo 2 
Oxford 1 
Martha Cook 2 
Baits 1 and 2 
East Quad 2 
 
I will be reaching out to all of you via email. 
 
Advisor- if you are interested, Amir said he would come back and do a presentation 
for university rates. To join this committee, you need to want to think about the future 
years. I will encourage a smaller committee so finding a meeting time is easier.  
 
President: Whoever is most available will be more useful for me, but thank you for 
your interest.  
 
SQ 2: I move to table the Constitution talk for next week. 
Seconded by Couzens 1. 
Consent.  
 

XI) Old Business 
A) Returner Reps Applications 

I yield to EVP 
 
EVP: In my report, I mentioned that this app is due tonight at midnight. If you are 
hoping to apply and have yet to do so, get this done ASAP. I yield. 

  
XII) Special Business 
XIII) Announcements 

A) A-Maize-Ing Room Contest 
President: Give to hall councils and tell everyone to apply. 
 

B) Sibling’s Weekend Registration  



Registration is open! It is on our website. 
 

C) Assembly Retreat  
VPIR: This has been cancelled. We are working on it for the future. 
 

D) Botanical Garden Registration 
VPIR: Open and we need volunteers. Sign up now if you want to come. Share 
with your councils. If you plan on volunteering, you need to sign up now. 
 

E) Sign-Up to support SHADE// Saturday, Feb. 1st from 1pm - 3:30pm 
 

F) What’s Happening Form: https://forms.gle/w8BjwX23Kyrd1v5p9  
VPIR: We have a response from Baits and SQ. Baits is working on a North 
Campus dromal and are in the phase of buying final supplies. It will be on 
Pierpont.  
 

G) Regional Business Conference interest (March 13-15) 
 

H) Overlap-Sibling’s Weekend, Regional Business Conference, and the Leadership 
at Michigan conference-all hands on deck for that weekend!! 
 
VPNR: We need all hands on deck for this. If you are interested to run for 
President or VP next year, it will help you to sign up for the Business Conference 
it will be at Ball State University. The CAB conference is also here so please 
come. There will be food and a good motivational speaker. 
 
VPR: Sibs Weekend volunteer registration will be open next week so keep your 
schedule open. If you have a sibling coming, you can still volunteer.  
 
Advisor: Push your councils to not have events that weekend unless it is 
appropriate for siblings and open to them.  
 

I) Snaps 
 

J) Rentals 
President: we are closing rentals for this year. The link will be taken off from the 
website. We will keep you updated on what we buy. 

 
EVP: can people who are on the constitution revision meeting come see me after the 
meeting is adjourned. 
 

XIV)  Adjournment 
 

President: This meeting is adjourned. 

https://forms.gle/w8BjwX23Kyrd1v5p9

